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Ar Account of the. Ea R TH= 
au KES which happened at 
_ LecnoRN. 


o 
* 


7 H E following Relation - 


TR? 


= 1 with hidh God was 
3s Pleas d to viſit the City 
of Leghorn in Tuſcany, towards 
the Beginning of the Year 1742, 
is chiefly compos'd from ſeveral 
Talian Papers which were pub- 
liſn'd on that Occaſion, and col- 


lected by me while I reſided there 


15 Chaplain to the Britiſb Factory. 
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that Time, not unworthy of the 
public Curioſity, nor like to be wholly 
uſeleſs towards engaging our own 


Attention ta the religious Leſſons 


which Providence reads to Mankind 


in theſe awful Inſtances of the di- 
vine Power and Mercy, eſpecially 
at a Time when our Thankfulneſs 
for the late Deliverances ſeems to 
be till mix d with Apprehenſions, 
which indeed are but too juſtly 
founded on a Senſe of having moſt 
righteouſly deſervd ſeverer Chaſ- 


tiſements. I could willingly have 


been excuſed from the Trouble of 
digeſting theſe Materials for Want 


of Leiſure to do it accurately, and 


had actually recommended the Pa- 
pers 


1 390. 
pers to b another Hand, but nd Pre- 
greſs being made for ſeveral Days 
in the | Tranſlation, I rather choſe 
to undertake this Extract myſelf, 
than deprive: the Public of ſuch 
little Service as I thought ſome Ac- 
count of them might he of. Such 
as it is, I hope it will be candidly 
read; and 1 pray God, it may in 
ſome Meaſure anſwer the good 
Ends 1 by the Publication. 


| This. tim * Tale hs 50 
the E of January, 1742, to the 
= of the ſame Month, was preced- 
ed by a Winter uncommonly tur- 
bulent even in thoſe Parts, which, 
by their Situation on a Plain near 
che Sa, lie expos d to the Wind 

| from Og Quarter. It had been 
obſery d 


5 8 
| obſiry'd that 400 Winds ſhiftedmove 


remarkably than uſual: to oppoſite 


ing, and particularly that, after 
the Winter 8olſtice, there prevail'd 
4 Wind from the Southward extra · 
ordinarily hot; and People began 
already to be uneaſy with the Ap- 
prehenfions of a fickly Seaſon to 
_ enfue from their Continuance. The 
firſt Shocks of the Earthquake put 
the Inhabitants in an univerſal Con- 
ſternation ; which was greatly 
heightened by the Credit whieh an 
Almanack, under the Name of 
Chiaravalle of Milan, bore among 
the People. This ſuppos d Aſtro- 
loger had predicted a very violent 
one for the 2; and tho, to the 
- beſt of my Recollection, it neither 
FF pointed 


Points between Mottiing and Een- 
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pointer out the * Where, Hor 


the Time of the Earthquake exactly, 
for it really gerd about twen· 
ty-four Hours ſooner, while 1 was 


actually engaged in perſuading fame. 


of my Acquaintance not to be un- 
der any Alarm on that Accaunt, 


yet the Terror it raiſed Was ſo much 


increaſed by this Accident, that 
great Numbers retired immediately; 
to Piſa or the neighbouring Places e 


And thoſe whoſe Neceſſity, obliged 


them to attend the City in the Day: 
time, ſubmitted to any Incony 
veniencies of Lodging in tlie Couns 
_ g Dp * at Homs 


dms —— had: foretbibil 2 ano 


ther, but the Event then proved 
both his Ignorance and Diſhoneſly,.. 


The 


! 


- (&) 


The 5th ſy January was a * 
rably fair Day. In the Morning there 


was a light Breeze to the South Weſt. 


About Five in the Evening there . 


aroſe a pretty thick ſtinking Miſt; 


which appear d and ſpread itſelf tike 


a dark Smoak about half a Yard: 


above the Roofs of the Houſes about 
7 2, Father Pedini, whoſe Obſerva- 


tions I chiefly follow, took Notice 
of a ſmall Trembling of the Cham- 


violent Motion in another Room; 


but finding every Thing very quiet, 


went to the Window, and obſery'd 
a light Breeze from the North Eaſt. 


Tue Miſt was diſpers d, but there 


ſtill appear d a Sort of Duſkiſhneſs 


in the Air. In about a quarter of 


an 


e (e 

an Hour afterwards, the Chamber | 
| began to ſhake again, tho not very 
violently, and the Lamps on the 
Table mov'd towards the Eaſt. The 
Bells then were rung from all the 


Churches (as uſual on- ſuch Occa- 
6 fions) and he went out and ſtay d 
abroad till Nine. He obſerv'd that 
the Stench of the Air was gone, but 
the Air itſelf grew gradually thicker 
and more condens d, but ſtill whi- 
tiſh. Round the Moon appear d a 
Circle of a vaſt Circumference, 
without the leaſt Cloud: The reſt 
of the Hemiſphere was foggy. This 
my Author fays frequently happens. 
As to myſelf, I have never obſerv'd 
any thing like it at home or abroad, 
and very well remember that it 
 ſeem'd very extraordinary, and ſure 
B pPrtia d 
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priz d the e very greatly. 
A little after 9 he went home, and 
met with a violent Shock upon the 
Stairs, which threw him twice to the 
Weſtward: He was under ſome 
Difficulty to ſave himſelf from fal- 
ling down thein. He deſcribes the 
Motion of the Houſe by the Terms 
of Succuſſion and Oſcillation, and 
judges that it laſted the Time it 
would take to repeat an Ave Ma- 
ria. About half an Hour after 
Three in the Morning, there hap- 
pen'd two ſmall Shocks like the 
two firſt, at a very little Diſtance 


from each other; another about 


three quarters after Four, and ano- 


ther about an Hour afterwards. 


Immediately after the laſt fell a 
ſmall Rain, but exceeding cold, 


which 


(amp 7 

which turn'd to Snow between / and 
8 in the Morning, and it continued 
to ſnow pretty hard till after One. 
The reſt of this Day and the next 
following, there was no. diſtinct. 
Earthquake, tho the Earth was ob- 
ſerv d now and then to wave. and 
tremble a little. The ; av Sun riſe 
there were certain very thick Clouds 
between the Eaſt and South, which 
diſpers'd as the Sun got higher, and 


left only a thin whitiſh Miſt in the 


Air, and this went wholly off a- 
bout 9. A ſmall Wind blew from 
the North Eaſt which ſoon ceas'd, 
and was ſucceeded by one from the 
Weſtward. The Sun ſhone violent- 
ly hot, to ſuch a Degree as to affect 
the Heads of thoſe who ſtood ex- 
| pos d to it. At about half an Hour 
B 2 after 
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after 11, began a certain rumbling 
Noiſe which inſpir' d a general Hor- 
ror, and was immediately follow'd 
by the Earthquake. The Shaking of 
the Houſes continued about 8 or x0 


Seconds; the Shock was a kind of 


Thruſt er Impulſe, and the Oſcil- 
lation or Waving from the Weſt to 
the Eaſt. At Noon their follow d 
a ſecond impulſive Shock, which 


laſted about 3 Seconds. The Ground 


mov d continually till 4 O Clock, 
and then follow d a third like that 


at half an Hour after 11. About 


7, half an Hour after 8, and 20 
Minutes afterwards, there were three 


{mall Shocks, and from that Time 


none till about half an Hour after 
4 the next Afternoon, and then a 
very ſmall one. At about a quarter 

after 


4 


after to there was a Shock very like 


the great One of the ;, except that 
this was a Succuſſion and the Oſcil- 


lation from the South to the North, 
and continued about 10 or 12 36+ 


conds. Aſter this follow d 2 ſenſi- 


ble Waving of the Ground, with very 


ſmall Intervals, till about One i in the 
Afternoon the next Day. At 4 
o Clock there was a ſmall Shake not 
a taken notice af. 


e Fiſhermen, who were ws. 
theen-the: Rocks called Malaria and 
the Iſland Gorgona to the Weſt of 
the Iſland at the Time of the great 
Earthquake on the 8th, reported 
that they ſaw a Part of the Sea, but 


no very large Tract of ie nge nie 


lently on a ſudden, and vaſt Waves 
n of 


„ 
of Water riſe . ſo dreadful 4 


Noiſe, that they concluded them- 
ſelves inevitably loſt. Happily for 


them the Waves paſt on one Side 
of them, but put their Veſſels in ſo 
extraordinary 2 and violent a Motion 


that they could ſcarce keep. their 
hold on board them. They ob- 


ſerv'd that a ſmall Miſt or Cloud 
roſe from the Waves, which might 


probably be a Surf occafion'd by 
the violent Commotion of the Wa- 
ters. They kept their Eyes upon 


this tempeſtuous Sea, which moy'd 


rapidly on towards Leghorn, and 


ſeem to break upon the old For- 
treſs, which they loſt ſight of for a 
little while, and imagin'd the Town 
was overwhelm'd. The Maſter of 
aShip,which arriv d there ſoon after, 


reported, 


} 


1 
5 
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ſtance ts the Weſtward. of Cape 


Corſo in Corfica, he was amaz d to 
find himſelf at once engag'd among 


contrary Currents of extreme Ra- 


pidity, with ſo confug'd and-impe- 


tuous a Movement of the Waters 


that  tho' he had the Advantage of 
a favourable Wind he imagin'd he 


 muſthayebeen loſt, if his Deliverance 
had not prov'd almoſt as ſudden as 
the Danger he was in; and this was 


found to happen juſt before the 


Time of the Earthquake abovemen- 
tion d. From the 2 to the = at 


4 in the Afternoon, the Earth foros d 
to be in a continual Trembling and 


Waving, and this Suppoſition was 
confirm d by Experiments of Veſ- 
ſels plac'd upon the Ground, the 


Water 


} 

. 
of 
5 
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(16) 
Water in which was obſer vd to be 
in continual Motion. At this Time 
the Movement was ſomething greater 
than before, and after that it ceas'd 
till about three 3 after 2 in 


the — l che 
1 
We were chin. in 1 theſe 
Convulſions might be entirely over, 
when about a quarter before Noon 


of the = already mention d, was 


heard FA horrible Roar, which was 


immediately follow'd by three moſt 
dreadful Earthquakes. They began 


firſt with a Succuſſion, then an 


impulſive Motion of terrible Force, 


and laſtly a Succuſſion ſtill more 
violent than the former. The Noiſe 
and Rumbling under Ground was 


quite frightful, and the Earth ſeem' d 


1 5 5 A 


61 "I 
to. twiſt and wreathe like a Whirl- 
pool. The Movement and Oſcilla- 
tion of the Buildings continued. a- 
bout 30 or 324 Seconds from \ Eaſt, 
G the Me, 


Theſe 1 are n 
deſcribed : By, firſt, a violent Tre- 
mor; then an undulating, or wav», 
ing like that of the Water; and at 
laſt a ſudden Riſe and Fall of the: 
Earth,” which ſplit the Walls of al- 
moſt every Houſe, and threw, down 
ſeveral Floors, Roofs, and Door and, 
Window: Talk 


* Was Aiſtinaly. obſery d, has 
about two Hours before, the Sea 
roſe to an extraordinary Height; 

and for half an Hour the Dogs 


* barked 
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barked 1 The Wind, 


which blew freſh from the Weft- 
ward, fail'd at once; and the Sun, 
which till then ſhone very clear, 
caſt a faint whitiſh Light. A thick | 


Miſt form' &tt{elf i in the Air, caus'd 
by the Duft which flew from the 
ſplitting of the Walls and ſhaking 
of the Buildings, of which ſcarce 
any one efcaped without very con- 
ſiderable Damage. A Part of the 
Roof of Sr. John's Church fell in, 
and ſeveral Perſons were buried un- 
der the Ruins, but two only killed, 
and not many wounded ; Part of 
the Floors of the Palace dj Roſciano 


alſo fell ! in, and one poor Woman 


loſt her Liſe there: : Which three, 
to the beſt of my Recollection, were 
all 


the Inhabi 


= 


all the mortal Accidents which at- 
_ tended this Earthquake, 15 


About 3 quarters after One, there 


was a {mall Shock, but nothing in 
Gopperiſan to the . 

No Words can ſufficiently de- 
fcribe the Horror and Confuſion of 
ants, and it would be 
difficult to paint the Variety of Dif- 
treſſes to which the People were 
expos'd, notwithſtanding the Care 


of the Magiſtrates and Clergy, who 


indeed exerted themſelves very lau- 
dibly on this Occaſion. . The Houſes 


vere generally deſerted, the Ships 


and Veſſels in the Mole afforded a 
Refuge to great Numbers, and the 


Houſes on the Plain and neighhour- 


Ci ; ing 
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% 
ing Villages received many more, 
but many were ſtill obliged to lodge 
in the Fields and open Places. The 
Poor muſt have ſuffered extremely, 


if a general Spirit of Beneficence had 


not largely contributed to their Re- 
lief, towzrds Which the Britiſh Fac- 


tory ſubſcribed very largely. 


3 The Country Houſes ſuffered very 


little, and the Earthquake was ſcarce 
felt at Montenero, about 4. Miles off. 
Some People reckon'd about fifty 


Shocks in the Series of theſe Cala- 


mities, others leſſen the Number of 
ſuch as were conſiderable to thir- 
teen. It is remarkable that the four 


ſtrongeſt were preceded by very 


light Tremblings and Noiſes as if 
ſomething had fallen down, and 
IF that 
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dtat the latter were ne Laer 
and more violent than the former, 
: encrealing to ſuch a Degree, that 

the third cracked and ' weaken- 


ed the Houſes, Walls and Fabrics, | 
and the fourth had vary oY laid 


Guay 


the whole e in R Hus. 3 | 


thi "ER i JIN emed 


wand terrified with the Shakes : 
Several were obſerved to tremble and 


be in great Diſorder before the 
7 Earthquake came on. The Pigeons 


fluttered about the-Houſes'as if a- 


fraid to ſettle, and a prodi igious 


Quantity of Water-Fowl was found 


dead in the Lake and Canals near 
on _ 
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The State of the Place for ſome 
Time afterwards was very deplora- 


ble, great Part of the Houſes not 
ſafely habitable, and above forty 
obliged to be immediately ſhored up, 
and the Wallxof moſt ſo rent and 
? ſhatter d. H it required a vaſt 
Quantity offiron Bars to chain them 
together and ſecure the Roofs and 
Floors. The Streets were ſcarce 
paſſable for the Timbers ſet to ſup- 
port the Fronts of the Houſes. Such 
were the terrible Conſequences of 
an Earthquake which laſted for not 
above half a Minute, in a City as 
well built as moſt in Europe, and 
with better Materials perhaps than 
any in England, to which, next to 
the Mercy of God, was owing it's 
Eſcape from a total Deſtruction. 


The 


(623) 
The Senſe of ſo great 3 Deine 


rance, produced an unanimous Re- 
ſolution of the Magiſtrates, Clergy 
and People of Leghorn, to obſerve 
2 folemn Faſt for ever on + the aid 
22 January, prohul OG A 

r private Balls, M. 
| other Diverſions of the « Cara; 

for that Day; with an humble 
Application to his Royal Highneſs 
the Grand Duke of Tyw/cany, [now 
Emperor] that the public Veglioni, 
or Maſquerades at, the Theatre 
there, might be for ever aboliſhed ; 3 
which Requeſt was approved and 
confirmed, by an Order from the 

Council of N at * grence. 


Auer this Time 1 was 1 
with the yy of an Italian Sonnet, 
which 


E 2407 
which 1 fabj oin here. 1 have forgot 


the Name of the Aüthor, nor can 
recolle& whether it firſt appeared on: 
this Occaſion: If the following Imi-- 
tation of it in Engliſh ſhould be eſ- 
teemed impclect, I ſhall have at 


\ [leaſt the 
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SONNET To. 


EH! qual poſſente Man, con forze ignote, 


Il terreno a erollar ſi ſpeſſo riede? 


Non è chiuſo Vapor, come altri ctede, 
Ne ſograto Tridente il Suol 77 EN 


Certo la Terra ſi rifſente e ſeuote 
Perche de gP empi ormai la calca il piede, 


Er i noſtri corpi impatiente chiede 
Per riempir le ſue ipcloache vuote. 


it of giving ſome abler 
Hand an ny: to tranſlare 


8) 

1 Lage Gebe che non 1 wa 1 

A falmihe, il rarditie, II balele 

Or parla anche Soren road EI 
Ehe ſe YUoms tt vuel tutto tertehd, 

Ne del Cielo il parlar ſtranierd intende, 
U parlar della Terra intenda al 


r 1 
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| A Sonner. 

Har powerful Hand. wich Forde unknown, 
Y Can theſe repeated Tremblings make ? 
Or do th' impriſon'd Vapours groan ? 


Or do the Shores with fabled Tridents 


ſhake 
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Deaf to the Tempeſt's dreadful Sund, 813 
Blind to the Light ning's vengeful = = 
New Terrors rebel Man ſurrounßd. 
And Earth with Heav'n ald proclaims 


* 


hear! if, a7 


Still, will rhy'ftubborn Heart defy the Blow, 
While Thunder row]s above, and Earthquakes 
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Coaſts of Brazil and Guiana, 
of Amazons; As it was read in the public £Þ _ 


ſembly of the AN of Sciences at Paris, | 4 

April 28, 1745. By Monſieur de la Condemine OY 

of that Academy, 8 8 — CANE 
To which is annexed, „ - Ede 1 


A curious Map of the Maranon or River of 1 a A Y 
ans, drawn by the ſame. Price 28. (CWC. 


II. The Beauties of the | Zxglſb Stage; con- 


ſiſting of all the celebrated Paſſages, Soliloquies, - = 
Similies, Deſcriptions, and other poetical Beau- \ 
ries, in the Engliſb Plays both antient and may. 3 
dern, &c. In two Volumes, Price 3s. 5... Fo 
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